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Happy 2017!  It is hard to believe a year has come and gone 

already.  This has been one of the busiest years Restorative Justice has 

seen.  Who could have know that RJNW would have  accomplished in 

2016?  RJNW has been able to expand existing programs as well as 

adding a few new ones.  RJNW has renewed old partnerships and made 

new ones.  Brandy and Tammy would like to take this opportunity to 

thank all those who make 2016 such a success.  Without community 

support and great partnerships RJ would not be able to provide the 

programs and services to the citizens of Burnett County.    

RJ has Moved... 

Restorative Justice has moved.  All the program expansions were    

making the offices at STH 35/70 a tight fit.  More office space was  

needed and meeting rooms were a necessity.  Restorative Justice is now 

located at 7726 Rasmussen St.  Stop in and visit the new office.  We 

would like to thank Joe Wacek, DSI, and the RJ Board for making the 

move happen.  We could not be happier. 

Meet the Board... 

In December of 2016 elections were held for the RJNW Board.  The 

board is now comprised of some of the same faces, as well as a few    

returning and a couple of new members.  RJNW would like to thank 

Brian Langdon for his service on the board.  Although, Brian decided 

not to return to the board this year, Brian will continue to speak for 

RJNW Victim Impact Panels. 

Staying on the board are the following; Ken Kutz -Chair, Joe Wacek -

Vice chair, Brian Sears-Treasurer, Chris Sybers– Secretary.  The    

Board of Directors  are as follows;  Bridget Getts,  Gordy Lewis, Ron 

Wilhelm, and Kellie Blechinger.  Bill Johnson has returned to the board 

after taking a year off.  New to the board are Kayla Woody and Chris 

Lyman.  Kayla Woody has a background in law enforcement and       

probation.  Chris Lyman has been a volunteer for the RJNW program 

as well as a VIP speaker for many years.   

RJNW is excited to see where the board leads the program in 2017. 
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Victim Impact Panels:     
Siren: 

 March 1st 

 May 3rd 

 August 2nd 

 November 1st 

BALSAM LAKE: 

 February 1st 

 April  5th  

 June 7th 

 September 6th 

Year in Review  

 Billboard coming in the 

spring.  Will be located on 

STH 70 east. 

Billboard idea for STH 70 

west.  Still looking for a    

location.  

5 County Sheriffs United 

Burnett Emergency Personal 

Anti– Meth Campaign 



2016 IN REVIEW 

$115,363     INCOME 

$66,597      EXPENSES 

32  MONETARY DONORS 

579+ VOLUNTEER 
HOURS 

7,207 + VOLUNTEER 
MILES 

4,335 COMMUNITY    
SERVICE HOURS  

25 WORKSITES 

172  ORDERED ADULTS 
ATTENDED VIP 

54  NON ORDERED      
ATTENDED VIP 

490 YOUTH VIP           
PARTICIPANTS 

151 AODA PARTICIPANTS 

4 METH TOWN HALLS 

9 TEACHER INSERVICES/ 
PARENT/TEACHER   
CONFERENCES 

4 FUNDRAISERS                            
* 9TH  ANNUAL SPAGHETTI FEED                 
* QUILT RAFFLE                                      
* BARB WIRE CRAFTS                            
* MUSIC IN THE PARK 

1 SERVING BURNETT 
SAFETLY 

3 SCHOOLS CURRENTLY 
PARTICIPANTING IN 5TH 
GRADE PREVENTION 
PROGRAM 

STARTING 1ST METH  
DIVERSION PROGRAM  
IN WISCONSIN 

2ND YEAR PARTICIPANT-
ING WITH THE       
WARNING/REWARD 
PROGRAM 

CAMPAIGN VIDEO ON 
“WHO CAN BUY A METH” 
PIPE” 

AODA YOUTH CIRCLES... 

Choosing to drink and drive is a decision that can lead to deadly consequences.   

In 2015, there were over 24,000 OWI convictions in Wisconsin.  There were 

190 people killed and 2,900 injured in alcohol related crashes.    

Victim Impact Panels are still being offered by RJNW in both Polk and Burnett 

counties.  This past year we have changed the program to include multiple 

speakers.  Reducing the need for videos, that did not seem to have the same 

impact as the face to face interactions.     

RJNW would like to thank all the speakers and volunteers that made this year 

such a success.  The speakers that RJNW uses donate their time to tell their 

story.  Telling their stories often brings up the worst memories of their lives.  

They do this over and over again in the hopes that one person will think before 

they drink and drive.  Our speakers have also reached out and  participated in 

the VIP’s that RJNW has held in all of our school districts as well as those in 

Polk, St. Croix and Washburn counties.  These are opportunities that are used 

in the hopes that one of these youth will remember the speaker and not get  

behind the wheel of a car. 

The VIP’s are open to the public at no charge.  Consider attending and         

supporting our speakers.  The dates are included in the front of this newsletter.  

The panels begin promptly at 6:00 pm. 

VICTIM IMPACT PANELS... 
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The AODA Youth Circle program is structured to be interactive and takes place in a 
circle meeting style. Small group discussions center around specific pages of the 
Choices Curriculum with participants sharing their responses with other peers and 
receiving feedback.  Community members are also in the circle offering their life  
experiences. A key recovery speaker from the community share the story of their 
own high risk behaviors and how it has affected their life. 

This year has been the busiest so far.  RJNW in previous years has seen a number of 
youth experimenting with synthetic drugs.  There has been a shift more towards  
marijuana and alcohol.  There has been a significant number of youth reporting 
BAC’s of .27 or higher.  Some in the .40 range where hospitalization was needed for 
alcohol poisoning.   

Another alarming  issues is that when the group discussed meth nearly every youth 
has had their lives effected somehow by this drug.  Due to this RJNW has now added 
a meth recovery speaker. 

To address the concerns and changing attitudes of Burnett County youth RJNW will 
be meeting with community partners to focus on where we should head with the  
program to  address the needs  and offer support for  the youth. 



“RECOVERY DID NOT OPEN THE GATES OF HEAVEN AND LET ME IN 
BUT IT DID OPEN THE GATES OF HELL AND LET ME OUT” 

In an effort to start prevention earlier with the youth in Burnett County RJNW is now 
offering an evidence based curriculum program for 5th grade students.  This         
program is made possible by the Burnett County Department of Health and Human 
Services and the Burnett County Board.  RJNW, Burnett County Prevention and Law 
Enforcement are partnering for this educational opportunity.  

We will be concentrating on alcohol, tobacco, marijuana and inhalants.  Those are 
the first and most widely used by young people today.  We will also be focusing on 
motivating non-use, learning to recognize pressures to use, and developing           
practicing skills to resist these pressures.  Each week local law enforcement will be 
present in the class room assisting with the lessons.  This is built in to build          
relationships with our youth and law enforcement.  The program will be 6, 45 minutes     
sessions.  Each week there will be information provided about a drug and activity for 
the students.  At the end of the six sessions the students will receive a bag full of 
goodies. During this class there has been take home work sent with the youth.  
When returned with parent signature their name is put in the drawing for a chance of 
winning an iPad.  
 

Goals: 

 To reduce the harm caused by drugs and alcohol in our community. 

 To educate youth to make healthy choices. 

 To reduce or reverse risk factors (aggressive behaviors, 
poor social skills, academic difficulties). 

 To offer students drug resistance skills. 

 To reinforce anti-drug attitudes, and strengthen personal 
commitment against drug abuse. 

 The program will provide the youth with facts, tools, and 
resources to understand the risks of methamphetamine, 
as well as other drugs. 

 
 
After the classes, the student will understand: 

 The short and long term effect associated with drug use. 

 The danger and toxicity of the ingredients of alcohol and 
drugs. 

 The effects of alcohol and other drugs on the brain, 
body, relationships, and the  community. 

 The risk of trying meth and other drugs even once. 

 How to communicate the risks of drugs to their peers and take action towards     
prevention. 

 

Research consistently shows that youth who learn a lot about the risks of drugs at 

home, from parents and other caregivers, are up to 50% less likely to use drugs than 
those who report learning nothing about the risks at home.  However, getting the 
message across is not easy.  Per a national wide survey released by the Partnership 

for a Drug-Free America, virtually all parents (98%) reported talking their kids at 
some point about drugs, but just 68% of the kids remembered the conversation, and 

only 27% reported learning a lot at home on the issue of drug use. 

 

SCHOOL PREVENTION PROGRAM... 
FACTS ABOUT YOUTH 
AND ALCOHOL AND 
DRUG USE… 

  More teens die from       

prescription drugs than  

heroin/cocaine com-

bined. 

 60% of seniors don’t see 

regular marijuana use as 

harmful. 

 The US represents 5% of 

the worlds population 

and 75% of prescription 

taken. 

 60% of teens that abuse 

prescription drugs get 

them from friends or 

relatives.  

 By 8th grade, 28% of       

adolescents have        

consumed alcohol, 15% 

have smoked cigarettes 

and 16.5% have used 

marijuana. 

 Teens who consistently 

learn about the risks of 

drugs and alcohol from 

their parents are up to 

50% less likely to use 

than those who do not. 
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METHAPHEMINE... 

This year RJNW focused on methamphetamine in Burnett County.  When RJNW was 

contacted by Wild About Education to address the concerns that Dave Shoenecker had.  

David really started the momentum that would be the spring board to many projects to 

follow. 

RJNW started with a Meth Town Hall that was used to educate and inform the             

community of the issues and what meth was doing to the county. Since that town hall in 

June there have been many efforts to bring awareness to meth. 

There was a “Choose Life Over Meth” yard sign campaign. This was done in June which 

the Burnett County Board proclaimed Meth Awareness month. There were newspaper 

series, bill boards, and community presentations that were intended to educate the     

community.  The kNOw METH Facebook page was launched.  It keeps the community 

informed on what is happening with meth both in Burnett and surrounding counties.  

There are stories of success, along with educational information about the drug itself.   

Still to come is the launching of the meth tip line number.  Barron County Sheriff’s Office 

has opened up this number to make it a regional  number in the hopes to reduce the 

methamphetamine on the streets.  The number is 537-METH.  Please, call with any tips of 

crime.  Keep in mind this number is for tips only and should not be used to report      

emergencies.   

Meth Diversion Program 

The other new program that will be offered in Burnett County is a Meth Diversion        

Program.  This  program was designed to capture those methamphetamine users that may 

be early in their use and addiction. This program will give the participant an opportunity 

to reduce the felony that comes with a meth use while at the same time providing     treat-

ment and life skills.  Each participant will have an a treatment plan that is designed for 

their individual needs.   

The expectations for the program history of meth use, the desire to quit and sobriety.  

Referrals can come from many sources.  Self-referrals are also welcome. Often time family 

members want to do something about a loved ones meth use, but fears the criminal justice 

system. This program is a program that works with the criminal justice system as well as 

the judicial system to offer treatment without the fear of  immediate criminal charges. The 

program will not accept meth dealers or manufacturers. Schools will also be able to     

referral students that are struggling with meth addiction. 

The main goal of this program is to focus on treatment and sobriety for the participant 

while reducing the strain of meth use on the criminal justice, judicial system and the 

health and human service departments.  The cost on the front end of this addiction will be 

far lower then waiting.   

 

THE STRESS OF METH 
ON BURNETT COUNTY 
RESOURCES: 

 Meth seizures up 1,363% 

from 2014 to 2015. 2016 

date not complete. 

 Over $250,000 property 

damage  which was meth 

related. 

 Significant rise of reports 

to the BCHHS for child 

abuse and  neglect meth 

related. 

 Schools reporting        

neglect and behavior   

issues due to the effects of 

parent drug use.   

 17% of all Crisis line    

contacts are meth        

related, this number is 

expected to rise in 2017. 

 Follicle testing of children 

show an increase of     

exposure of meth from the 

home.        

 Residential placements for 

substance abuse have  

increased 300 percent  in 

2016. 

  About 35 percent of open 

or ongoing youth cases her 

department sees  involve 

meth.  

 The number of child        

protective service         

referrals in Burnett County 

has  increased 258       

percent since 2009. It is 

becoming  increasingly 

more difficult to attract 

and maintain  professional 

staff.  

METH TOWNHALL SPEAKERS 
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Restorative Justice provides worksites, monitors the workers, and tracks 
the hours worked for those who participate.  The program promotes   
volunteerism, while the participant works to repair the harm they have 
caused to the victim and the community.  

Community service is often used to hold offenders accountable to the harm they have caused the commu-

nity.  It also helps the offender gain new skills and make a positive connections with the community. 

Community services can be used as an alternative to imprisonment, thus reducing jail over crowding and 

the burden on the tax payers of Burnett County.  Most importantly  community services is designed to 

connect offenders to the victims and community so that they understand how their actions affect each 

other. 

In Burnett County RJNW is responsible for the community service referrals.  These referrals come from 

the courts, probation, schools or  DHHS.  RJNW finds  appropriate worksites for these individuals as well 

as tracking and reporting the participants hours and infractions if any.  This is all possible because of a 

great partnership with Burnett County jail. 

In 2016 RJNW used over 25 worksites.  These worksites are pre-approved and must be a non-profit     

organization.  RJNW also helps those  senior citizens or persons with disabilities do yard and home 

chores.  The participants are screened and are not released to do community service if there are theft or 

violent offenses in their backgrounds. 

In 2016 over 4,335 hours were logged and completed.  For Burnett County Jail 65 days were reduced in 

incarceration costs.  This is a savings for the county of $4,485.  Of the 4,335 hours preformed 576 of them 

were for county departments. 

HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT 

RJNW designed a portable teenage mock         
bedroom “Hidden in Plain Sight” room.          
Technology and the internet are making it easier 
to access products that are being used by youth to 
hide drugs and paraphernalia.  There are over  50 
items in this room that are directly linked to drug 
and alcohol use.  This room is an effort to educate 
and inform parents about what is in the           
community. 
We will take the room on the road.  Call RJNW if 
your church , business or organization is           
interested in having us set up the room for you.  
This room is for adults only.   

COMMUNITY SERVICE... 
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Restorative Justice of Northwest Wiscon-

sin, Inc. is a non-profit (501c3)  agency 

which consists  primarily of volunteer 

community members who work to assist 

those affected by crime. Volunteers give to 

the community by participating in      

programming such as Victim  Offender        

Conferencing, Youth  Educational      

Shoplifting , Youth AODA (Alcohol and 

Other Drugs of    Addiction) Education, 

Community Service , Meth Diversion  and 

Operation Safe  Exchange (OSE).                              

Please contact Restorative Justice at      

715-349-2117 for additional  information 

or to make a  tax-deductible  donation. 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU... 

TO ALL OUR  DONORS,              
VOLUNTEERS, COMMUNITY  
SUPPORTERS, STAKEHOLDERS, 
BOARD MEMBERS, AND RJNW 
STAFF FOR MAKING 2016 OUR 
BEST YEAR 
YET!!  

 

LOOKING FORWARD TO MAKING 
2017 EVEN BETTER. 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Restorative Justice of NW WI 
7726 Rasmussen St 

PO Box 510 
Siren, WI 54872 

 

Phone: 715-349-2117 
Fax: 715-349-5702 

R e s t o r a t i v e  J u s t i c e  o f  

N o r t h w e s t  W i s c o n s i n   

a n d   

k N O w  M e t h  B u r n e t t  

C o u n t y  
Tammy and Brandy 


