
ALL YOU CAN EAT SPAGHETTI  

W/SALAD/BREADSTICKS/DESSERT & 

BEVERAGE 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2015 

4:30 PM—6:30 PM 

COST: $7.00 ADULT 

$4.00 CHILDREN (11 AND UNDER) 

SILENT AUCTION/ 50/50 RAFFLE 

Where: Bethany Lutheran Church 

24096 1st. Ave. State Highway 35, Siren 

picture 

8th Annual Spaghetti Feed Fundraiser 

MEET A BOARD MEMBER... 

R E S T O R A T I V E  J U S T I C E  

O F  N O R T H W E S T  W I  

News Letter 
S E P T E M B E R ,  2 0 1 5   

S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

Victim Impact Panel 

Siren (RJ Office) 

September 15th 

Balsam Lake (Unity 

School) 

October 28th 

RJNW Monthly 
Board Meetings:  

2nd Thursday of 
every month at 4:00 
pm 

Drug Court 

9am Government 
Center      1st & 3rd 
Thursday of the 
month                                  
Public Welcome 

BCAAPC 

Coalition Meetings 
are the 4th Friday of  
every month @ the 
Prevention Office at 
noon.  

.  

I am a married 65 year old retired business owner from the 
Twin Cities.  My hobbies include model railroading and      
classic cars.  I have always believed in giving back to the  
community.  I was a member of the LynLake Lions Club and 
Optimist International, worked on the Minneapolis Grand 
Prix for Children's cancer.  I guest taught a Civics class at my 
old high school in Bloomington, MN and was on the           
Economic Development Committee in Shakopee, MN. 
 
My wife & I sold our home and business in 2004 and moved 
to the beauty and tranquility of northern Wisconsin where 
my volunteering has continued as a firefighter and treasurer 
for the Jackson Fire Department, and now sharing a very  
personal story as a victim impact speaker for Restorative  
Justice, and a newly appointed member for the                   
Restorative Justice board. Brian Langdon 
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“...4.5 million 

Americans meet 

the clinical 

criteria for 

marijuana abuse 

of 

dependence…” 

7 Reasons Not to Legalize Marijuana... 
1. Health. Marijuana use           
negatively impacts respiratory 
systems, memory, mood,        
judgment, heart rate,                
coordination, problem-solving, 
anxiety, psychosis, IQ, and     
learning, among other issues. 
Furthermore, Marijuana is 
much more potent today than 
20 years ago, and has become 
much more addictive, with 
about 9 percent of users      
becoming addicted to            
marijuana.  Studies indicate 4.5 
million Americans meet the 
clinical criteria for marijuana 
abuse or dependence. The   
proportion of Wisconsin       
residents entering substance 
abuse  treatment primarily due 
to  marijuana use has increased 
in the last 7 years to the point 
of 35.2% (3). Along with this       
troubling trend, marijuana   
users are also more likely to use 
other drugs. 
 
2. Public Safety. Marijuana use 
causes impairment, which can 
endanger users and other    
Wisconsin residents in the form 
of traffic crashes, workplace 
injuries, child neglect, etc. One 
question that needs to be asked 
is:  Would you want your auto 
mechanic, day care provider, 
doctor, EMT, pharmacist, police 
officer, 911 dispatcher, school 
bus driver or child’s teacher 
smoking marijuana before they 
care for you or your family?  
 
3. Science. The consensus of 
available scientific research 
does not support “medicinal 
marijuana” claims. The FDA, 
which must approve every   
prescription medicine in the 

U.S., has not approved the use of 
marijuana as medicine, saying 
“there is currently sound evidence 
that smoked marijuana is      
harmful.”  Several other health 
organizations take similar         
positions. What science does  
support, and what the FDA has 
approved, are two prescription 
pill products containing safe and 
effective isolated components of 
the cannabis plant . A similarly 
synthesized mouth spray is in the 
works.  
 
4. Costs. Social costs of legalizing 
marijuana would far exceed sales 
tax revenues. One estimate, 
based on our nation’s experience 
with alcohol and tobacco, says for 
every $1 in taxes, we spend $10 
on social costs (e.g. increased 
drug treatment, emergency room 
visits, crime, health care, traffic 
crashes, school drop-outs, etc.). 
Legal alcohol and tobacco are 
costing Wisconsin $11.3 billion a 
year. The bearers of these costs 
are the federal, state, local      
government agencies, those 
affected by their addictions, and 
their family members.  In         
addition, others affected are:  
insurers, employers, tax payers. 
Think about the potential cost 
that legal marijuana will have.  
 
5. Economic Development.     
Marijuana use by the workforce is 
associated with more absences, 
tardiness, workers’ comp claims, 
and turnover.  The federal       
government, including Wisconsin, 
continues to categorize marijuana 
as a Schedule I Controlled        
Substance, meaning it has no  
accepted medical use and has 
high abuse potential. In            
Wisconsin, one of the largest 

productivity losses due to alcohol 
was in the workforce, which is an 
estimated $1.3 billion loss.  One 
can only imagine what adding 
marijuana will contribute to that 
amount of loss productivity.  
 
6. Environment. Marijuana    
legalization would lead to more 
outdoor cultivation sites. These 
“grows” often result in the     
destruction of natural habitat 
from diesel spills, pesticide     
runoff, and trash.  
 
7. Youth. Perhaps the most    
important question is: Is it good 
for Wisconsin children? If        
marijuana were to become more 
accessible and acceptable in our 
state, experience tells us        
marijuana use and associated 
problems would rise, particularly 
among young and                     
impressionable youth. Marijuana 
use can harm the developmental 
and long-term health of youth; 
plus it can stunt learning ability, 
and educational opportunity. A 
recent study shows persistent 
marijuana use during               
adolescence can cause a          
long-term 8-point drop in IQ (8). 
 
For more information or        
questions, contact the             
Prevention office at 715-349-
2155.  
submitted by Burnett County       
Adolescent AODA Prevention        
Coalition 



Burnett County Drug & Alcohol Court... 
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A new way to handle criminal 
cases involving drug & alcohol 
addicted offenders that works!   

The mission of the Burnett 
County Drug & Alcohol Court is 
to reduce substance abuse and 
criminal behavior in order to 
improve the lives for offenders, 
families, and the community by 
providing intensive court      
supervision and drug treatment 
while holding offenders        

accountable for criminal       
behavior. 

The Burnett County Drug &  
Alcohol Court is a court that is 
specifically designated and 
staffed to handle cases         
involving drug offenders 
through an intensive, judicially 
supervised program of drug 
treatment, rehabilitation      
services, and strict community 
supervision.  It is the goal of 

Burnett County Drug & Alcohol 
Court to provide meaningful, 
monitored treatment, and    
provide immediate                 
consequences for                    
non-compliance, and              
appropriate rewards for       
success.   

Any questions please call       
715-349-8878 to speak to Tessa 
Anderson, Drug Court            
Coordinator. 

problem in Burnett County, 
"We are looking into         
securing a K9  specifically 
trained to search for drugs."  
Burnett County at the       
current time does not have a 
K9 unit.  There are times that  
Burnett County Deputies 

need the assistance of a K9 
and are unable to get one 
mutually  aided from     
neighboring counties. 
If you are interested in the 
K9 program you can contact     
Sergeant Bybee at 715-349-
2121. 

The Burnett County Sheriff's 
Office is attempting to start a 
K9 program.  As a            
community partner           
Restorative Justice is         
donating to that endeavor. 
Sheriff Wilhelm explains as 
illicit drugs continue to be a 

Burnett County Sheriff’s K9 Program... 

“Alcoholism is 

a treatable, 

chronic, 

relapsing 

disease. “  

 

 

Quilt fundraiser winner, Gordy Lewis.  

Thanks to all those who purchased tickets.   

 



Restorative Justice of Northwest 

Wisconsin, Inc. is a non-profit 

(501c3)  agency which consists  

primarily of volunteer community 

members who work to assist those 

affected by crime. Volunteers give 

to the community by participating in 

programming such as Victim      

Offender Conferencing, Youth    

Educational Shoplifting Program, 

Youth AODA (Alcohol and Other 

Drugs of  Addiction) Educational 

Program, Community Service    

Program and Operation Safe      

Exchange (OSE).  Please contact 

Restorative Justice at                 

715-349-2117 for additional     

information or to make a         

tax-deductible donation. 

 

24064 STH 35/70 

PO Box 510 

Siren, WI 54872 

Phone: 715-349-2117 

Fax: 715-349-5712 

E-mail:  bcrj@sirentel.net       

Website www.rjnw.org 

Restorative Justice of Northwest WI 

                                          Staff                                                                       
Brandy Horstman   Tammy Hopke  

 Executive Director  Program Coordinator 

 bcrjr@sirentel.net  bcrjrprogram@sirentel.net 

                                                        Board of Directors       
                                                                 
Presidents: Bill Johnson           Brian Sears                                                

Vice President: Joe Wacek           Gordy Lewis                    Melissa Fitzenberger       

Secretary: Tessa Anderson                     Bridget Getts                   Kellie Blechinger           

Treasurer: Stan Peer                                Diana Lesneski                Brian Langdon 

Like us on Facebook: 

Restorative-Justice-of-Northwest-Wisconsin 


