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Teen Driving Circles
The loss of any life in a traffic
crash is tragic, but the death
of a young driver is especially
distressing. Automobile
crashes accounted for over
thirty-six percent of teen
deaths and are the leading
cause of death for teens
under 18. In the United
States, 1 in 4 crashes involve
someone from 16 to 24 years
old, that is nearly twice as
high as other age groups.
While driving distractions
have the potential to cause
any driver to experience a
crash, young drivers are
especially susceptible to
distraction while driving, and
the consequences can be
deadly. Starting a new driver
on a life-long career of safe
driving can have an
immediate and long-term
impact. In response to the
growing need to prepare
teens to be safe, effective
drivers, Restorative Justice
and BCAAPC have partnered
with local law enforcement to
create the Drive Smart
program. This program was
launched with a Reward/
Warning event, which was
held at all three school
districts in October. During
these events local law
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enforcement conducted
compliance stops where the
youth in the cars were given a
reward (ice cream certificate
from either the Burnett
County Dairy Coop or the
Siren Dairy Queen) when
drivers were practicing safe
driving & following laws or a
verbal warning when issues
or infractions were found.
There was a chance here to
educate both the adults and
the youth about the importance of seat belts and the
dangers of distracted driving.
The Drive Smart program will
continue throughout the year
with other activities planned
at the schools to increase
awareness and prevent
crashes from distracted
driving.
In total, contact was made
with over 300 youth. Most
had their seat belts on, and
were paying attention to what
was going on outside of the
vehicle. There were stops
that had those who were
eating, not wearing seat belts,
or had animals in their laps.
One of the vehicles had a
child that was required to be
in a car seat and was not. All
of these things are dangerous

while driving. This was also
the kick off for the Teen
Driving Circles that will be
offered for drivers 16-19, who
have had some minor traffic
infraction. Law enforcement
will be giving teen drivers an
opportunity to forgo the first
traffic offense by attending an
educational program at Restorative Justice. This will
give teen drivers the opportunity to receive more education about distracted driving
and the importance of traffic
laws. We would like to thank
all those who made these
three days such a success.

Meet a Board Member
Diana Lesneski joined the Board of Directors in 2014. She is in her
3rd year of being the Webster Middle School Principal, after teaching both Elementary and Middle School students for 9 years for
the Ashland School District. Diana graduated from Northland College with a Bachelors in Elementary Education. She then earned
her Masters in Education from St. Mary’s University, and her Principal and Curriculum Director Licenses from Viterbo
University.
Diana is excited to be a part of the Restorative Justice team.
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Special Points of
Interest:


12/04 Restorative Justice Open
House 11:00—2:00



12/05 Lioness’ Santa Day @ Siren
School 11 am—1 pm



12/05 Santa Skate @ the Rink
6:30 pm—8:30 pm



12/12 A day with Santa 10
am—1 pm @ Connections



12/12 Holly Jolly Holiday
@Domestic Animal Wellness
Center 10 am—2 pm



12/12 6th Annual Christmas
Dinner @ Siren Schools 12 –2 pm

Alcohol and Drug Abuse within Youth Populations
This article contains
information provided from the
most recent Youth Risk
Behavior Survey (YRBS)
completed in 2014, with
assistance from the Burnett
County Adolescent AODA
Prevention Coalition. Data was
collected from students within
the three districts in Burnett
County, so it is representative
of the magnitude of these
issues in our communities.
Here are some current
statistics from the survey that
shed light on the problem of
alcohol and other drugs of
addiction in our local
communities.
Of middle school students (6th
to 8th grade) /high school
students (9th to 12th grade):
 5% of M.S. students have
used marijuana vs. over
26% of H.S. students.
 Only 2% of M.S. students
think that they can harm
themselves if they take
prescription drugs without a
doctor’s prescription vs.
16% of H.S. students.
 Asked if ever taken a
prescription drug (such as
OxyContin, Percocet,
Vicodin, codeine, Adderall,
Ritalin, or Xanax) without a
doctor’s prescription 11%
of M.S. students said they
had compared to over 16%
of H.S. students.
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When asked how old they
were when they had their
first alcoholic drink, 19.5%
of both middle and high
school students said 13 or
14 years old.
Over 30% of M.S. students
said that they have ridden
in a car driven by someone
who had been drinking
alcohol. High school
student’s reported that
80% of them had the same
experience.
Middle school students
reported that over 18%
have tried cigarette
smoking compared to
over 23 % of high school
students.

One of Restorative Justice’s
main areas of focus is working
with youth. The AODA
programming is structured to
be interactive and takes place
in a circle style setting. These
small group discussions
encourage participant to share
their responses with other
peers while receiving feedback.
Community members are also
in the circle, offering their life
experiences. Furthermore, key
recovery speakers from the
community share stories of
their own high risk behaviors
and how it has affected their
lives. This approach is

designed to provide facts,
tools, and support for those
dealing with alcohol, and
other drug related
violation. Individuals learn
personal responsibility and
practice making positive, long
lasting behavior changes.
Local law enforcement
agencies, County Human
Service workers, and Municipal
Courts can refer youth with
AODA-related offenses to this
program. Personal referrals
are also welcome. Please
contact us if you have any
questions or know a youth that
could benefit from this
program.

Intoxicated Driver Intervention
Program
Alcohol is Wisconsin's drug of choice
and the social, economic and health
costs are significant. A certain level of
alcohol-related crime has always been
with us; however the problem of drunk
driving has exploded in our society and
court system. Alcoholism is a
treatable, chronic, relapsing disease. It
is not surprising that some drunk
drivers break the law over and over.
Furthermore, statistics report that:
 Persons with alcohol levels above
the legal limit are more likely to be
involved in a serious auto
accident.
 Wisconsin has one-and-a-half
times the national rate of arrests
for OWI's and more than three
times the national rate of arrests
for liquor law violations.
 The rate of deaths due to alcoholrelated motor vehicle crashes is
higher than the national average
as well. These high rates of
alcohol-related consequences are
not surprising given Wisconsin's
high rate of alcohol consumption.
 The rate of per capita alcohol
consumption in Wisconsin is
among the highest in the nation.

Burnett County IDIP (Intoxicated Driver
Intervention Program) is aimed at
expediting drunken driving cases to get
offenders into the justice system and
court supervision quicker which in turn
will make the roads safer. The overall
goal is to reduce future offenses and
provide the offenders with an
increased awareness of the dangers of
impaired driving.
There is often a long delay between
arrest and entrance into a treatment
program. Evidence shows the offender
is much less amenable to treatment
the longer the delay. We hope that
by providing this program the offender
will be more agreeable to looking at
their issues and being more open to
treatment. To help with the absolute
sobriety requirement of the program,
clients will have frequent drug testing
and breathalyzer tests to determine
whether the client is using alcohol or
other drugs.

RingBells.org and
The Salvation Army Red
Kettle Campaign

The Red Kettle Christmas
Campaign enables The Salvation
Army to provide food, toys and
clothing to over 6 million people
during the Christmas season and
helps more than 34 million
Americans recovering from all kinds
of personal disasters nationwide.
The Red Kettle campaign,
first started in San Francisco in 1891,
has traditionally been the Salvation
Army's most prominent fund-raiser.
Each year since 2001,
VolunteerFIRST™ has teamed up
with many Salvation Army Corps to
make it possible for volunteers to
register online for up to one million
Red Kettle 'shifts' across the
country.

Any questions please contact Tessa
Anderson, IDIP Coordinator @
715-349-8878 or
tanderson@burnettcounty.org for
further information.

Thank you...
On left: Siren Police Chief, Chris Sybers, presented $500 to
be used for the prevention of drugs and alcohol in the youth
of Burnett County. The money had come from a drug seizure
from within the city of Siren.
On right: U.S. Bank-Siren Branch Manager Ranae Beers,
presented a check for $500 . The money came from the U.S.
Bank Foundation.
Thank you both for the generous donations!
Restorative Justice newsletter
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Restorative Justice of Northwest WI, Inc.
24064 STH 35/70
PO Box 510
Siren, WI 54872
Phone: 715-349-2117
Fax: 715-349-5712
E-mail: bcrj@sirentel.net
Website www.rjnw.org

Restorative Justice of Northwest Wisconsin, Inc. is a non-profit
(501c3) agency which consists primarily of volunteer community
members who work to assist those affected by crime. Volunteers give
to the community by participating in programming such as Victim
Offender Conferencing,, Teen Driving Circles, Youth AODA (Alcohol
and Other Drugs of Addiction) Educational Program, Community
Service Program and Operation Safe Exchange (OSE). Please contact
Restorative Justice at 715-349-2117 for additional information or to
make a tax-deductible donation.

Organization
Like us on Facebook:
Restorative Justice of Northwest Wisconsin

**ATTENTION**
Looking to make a last-minute money donation
for a tax write-off to a local nonprofit? Consider
RESTORATIVE JUSTICE OF NORTHWEST WISCONSIN
24064 State Road 35 PO Box 510
Siren, WI 54872
Stop in or mail your donation.
We will mail you a receipt.
HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Restorative Justice would like to extend our
gratitude to all the volunteers and the
community who came out to support another
successful RJ Spaghetti Feed. Also, a shout
out to all of the businesses that donated.
**THANK YOU**
“When leading, be generous with the community,
honorable in action, sincere in your words.”

– Jack Kornfield
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