RESTORATIVE JUSTICE
NEWS
June 2014

June 2014

The public is invited to a free picnic to encourage community involvement against crime. Come
and see local law enforcement, service providers, and emergency vehicles. There will be
children's games, activities, information, and a raffle.

Upcoming Events:
SAVE THE DATE

WHEN: TUESDAY, August 5th 5 pm—8 pm
WHERE: CROOKED LAKE PARK, SIREN
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT is designed to:



Heighten crime and drug prevention awareness;



Generate support for, and participation in, local anticrime programs;



Strengthen neighborhood spirit and police-community partnerships; and
send a message to criminals letting them know that neighborhoods are
organized and fighting back.

New program coordinator
I w o u l d l i k e t o t a k e t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o i n t r o d u c e m ys e l f . M y
name is Tammy Hopke. I took over the Program
C o o r d i n a t o r p o s i t i o n i n M a y. I a m n e w t o R e s t o r a t i v e
Justice and have much to learn. I am from the Shell Lake
area where I live with my three children. My background is
in corrections. I worked for W ashburn County for seven
ye a r s a s a j a i l e r / d i s p a t c h e r . T h i s i s a n e w f i e l d f o r m e a n d
I a m v e r y e x c i t e d t o g e t g o i n g . I l o o k f o r w a r d t o m e e t i n g yo u .

M e e t a b oa r d m e m b e r . . .

President Bill Johnson
Bill Johnson joined the Board of Directors in 2010. He is
c u r r e n t l y e m p l o ye d a s a C r i m i n a l I n v e s t i g a t o r w i t h t h e
R a m s e y C o u n t y A t t o r n e y’ s O f f i c e . F o r m e r C h i e f o f P r e t r i a l
Services U.S. District Court Minnesota and U.S.
Probation Office. Served as a Ramsey County Probation
Officer. Bill graduated from St. Thomas college and
severed in the Minnesota National Guard.



NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
AUGUST 5TH



7TH ANNUAL RESTORATIVE
JUSTICE SPAGHETTI DINNER

OCTOBER 25, 2014

2014 Victim Impact Panel
Siren (RJ) Office
October 15

Balsam Lake (Unity
School)
July 14th
September 10th
November 18th
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
RJNW Monthly
Board Meetings:

3rd Thursday of every month
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Drug Court
9am Government Center
1st & 3rd Thursday of the
month
Public Welcome
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

BCCAAPC
Burnett County Adolescent
AODA Prevention
Coalition Meetings are the
4th Wednesday of every
month @ the Prevention
Office at noon. .

RAISED BED GARDENS
Would you like to grow some of your own produce? Have a small vegetable garden
where you can get fresh vegetables at no cost? Right now you can get the materials you
need to get started at no cost to you.

We will provide you with "gently used" vehicle tires to form a raised bed, soil for growing,
plants and seeds (free or at reduced cost), and help setting everything up.
Call 715-656-7760 and ask for Carl. He will arrange to have everything delivered and set
up for you.

CONNECTIONS FOOD DISTRIBUTION
All food distributions will start at 11 AM
June 19th
July 3rd and 17th
August 7th and 21st September 3rd and 17th
FREE BREAD
Available to anyone
Trinity Lutheran Church in Falun
State Rd. 70 between Siren & Grantsburg
Every Friday 11:00 AM until bread is gone
Cheap and easy mosquito repellent:
Garlic
Ingredients: minced garlic, mineral oil, and lemon juice
Directions: Mince a few cloves of garlic then cover with mineral oil. Allow to sit for at least 24 hours. Next
you take a teaspoon of freshly squeezed lemon juice. Pour in spray bottle. Shake before each use.
Lavender
Ingredients: fresh lavender (the flower)
Directions: Rub lavender flower behind ears, neck, and wrist. Not only will you smell but the mosquitoes will
leave you alone.

What is Restorative Justice?
There are many definitions both correct and incorrect as to what Restorative Justice (RJ) is. Some common
misconceptions are that Restorative Justice is a form of mediation; or that it has a strict blue print that needs to
be followed; that Restorative Justice is for minor offences; that it replaces jails and prison sentences; or that it
is soft on crime. Restorative Justice was never in tended to be any of those things. It was also never meant to
replace the Criminal Justice System, it was intended to work with it.
Restorative Justice began as a movement to look at the needs that crime creates in the community. These
needs were often not being met in the Criminal Justice System. RJ brings together all the concerned and
effected parties. These include the victim, offender, and community members. RJ is concerned with the
engagement and participation of all parties in the process.
Victims often feel ignored and forgotten in the criminal justice process. RJ attempts to look at the needs of the
victim as well as to give them information and a sense of empowerment. It also can provide an opportunity for
restitution and vindication. This may be the only time a victim is given the opportunity to ask the offender
about the crimes committed and why they was chosen to be victimized.
For the offender RJ gives them an opportunity to take responsibility and be held accountable for their actions.
It can also ease some of the guilt and shame they may feel while making the connection back into the
community possible. The offender takes responsibility and has an obligation to put right the wrongs done.
RJ cannot succeed without the support of the community. Community members are also affected by crime.
When community members become involved in the RJ process they are showing support and encouragement
to both the victim and the offender. In short, RJ attempts to show that crime affects more then just the victim
and the offender. It also shows that crime is a violation against a victim and the community as a whole.
Please contact us if you would like more information about Restorative Justice, our agency, or are interested in
becoming a volunteer for the program.

Programs Offered:
Community Service: Community Service is an alternative to jail placement or fines for some non-violent offenders. The program
provides free labor for our community and an opportunity for the community to observe the debt being repaid.
Youth AODA Educational Program: The AODA (Alcohol and Other Drugs of Abuse) program is a two phase program. Phase 1 is a
one-on-one journaling program with a facilitator which allows participants to explore their addictive and abusive behaviors. Phase
2 is a forum with a recovered community member who has participate in high-risk behaviors in the past . Participants are also
required to attend a Victim Impact Panel.
Victim Offender Conferences: Provides victims of crime and the offender/s the opportunity to meet in a safe and structured
setting with trained facilitators to disclose the full impact of the crime and determine the best ways to repair the harm. Victims
help hold offenders accountable for their actions. Families of victims and offenders also participate in this process as well as
community members. Most referrals come from the circuit court, human services, or municipal court.
Operation Safe Exchange: Operation Safe Exchange assists parents and family members with the peaceful exchange of
their children at a safe place It also establishes healthy exchange patterns which will, in the long run, keep families
safe. The program allows children to look forward to seeing their other parent without worrying that a clash will occur.
Victim Impact Panels: Victim Impact Panels consist of a small group of victims, offenders, and secondary victims of drunk driving
tragedies who relate how their lives have been affected by the sudden loss of a loved one or someone that they have harmed. At
the victim Impact Panel OWI offenders listen to these personal stories of the devastating effects of the decision to drink and drive.
OWI offenders attend this program, but it is open to the public free of charge.
YES: Youth Educational Shoplifting Program:
This program helps participants to see how shoplifting affects their lives and teaches how much they risk for a small reward. It
addresses dealing with temptation and pressure by friends and gives the offender a better chance for a successful future.

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE OF NORTHWEST WISCONSIN, INC.

To:

24064 State Rd 70
PO Box 510
Siren, WI 54872
Phone: 715-349-2117
Fax: 715-349-5702
E-mail: bcrj@sirentel.net.

We’re on the
Web!

Restorative Justice of Northwest Wisconsin, Inc. is a non-profit (501c3) agency that consists
primarily of volunteer community members who work in many ways to help those affected by
crime to find peace and healing. They give their services to the community by participating in other
programming such as Victim Offender Conferencing, Youth Educational Shoplifting Program,
Youth AODA (Alcohol and Other Drugs of Addiction) Educational Program, Community
Service Program and Operation Safe Exchange (OSE). Please contact us at our office at
715-349-2117 for any information about this program or to make a tax-deductible donation.

WEBSITE
We are excited to report that our website is up and
running. Please visit us at www.rjnw.org for all of
RJ’s news. If you would like to donate you can do it
securely on our website. Look in the right hand corner
for the
icon and click to help support Restorative Justice of
Northwest Wisconsin, Inc. You will also find our
newsletters posted and all of our program information.
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