
Restorative Justice is an innovative approach 
to those involved in the criminal justice     
system. Unlike the approach of the traditional 
judicial system, restorative justice        
acknowledges that crime affects the persons 
directly involved as well as the community.  
Restorative Justice is based on the theory of 
justice.  The theory of justice considers crime 
to be an offense against the individual and 
community not the state.  

Restorative Justice: 

 helps victims, survivors, offenders, and            
communities to take a pro-active         
approach to crime and engages all parties 
in the healing process after a crime has 
been committed. 

 may be used to address crimes of  severe  
violence and non-violent crimes.               

 puts the victim or the victim's family first 

and fully acknowledges the harm 
caused by the offender. 

 generates an atmosphere were the 
offender takes full responsibility 
for his or her actions by creating a 
direct or indirect dialogue with the 
victim, the victim' family and/or 
the community.  

A Restorative Justice approach has  
traditionally been used by indigenous 
communities to maintain a unified 
community, while holding standards of 
conduct and addressing harm done to 
its community members and the    
community as a whole. 

 
March 2016 

2015 Special points of interest: 

 729 Individuals served 

 169.5 Volunteer hours 

 14,467 Community service 

hours 

 297 Adults attended Victim 

Impact Panels 

 315 Youth attended Victim 

Impact Panels 

 28 AODA Circles 

 100% of teen AODA              

participants committed to safer 

& less risky behavior. 

 95% of VIP participants        

committed to call a sober person 

to drive if they are drinking. 

R E S T O R AT I V E  J U S T I C E  O F  N W  W I .      

What is Restorative Justice? 

Victim Impact Panel 

Siren (RJ Office) 

April 6                                    June 9 

September 7 

Polk County Government Center 

March 9                                May 4     

August 3                      November  9 

RJNW Monthly Board Meetings:  

2nd Thursday of every month at 4:00 pm 



Victim Impact Panels 
(VIPs) consist of  a small 
group of victims and       
offenders.  Victims of 
drunk driving tragedies  
relate how their lives have 
been  affected by the harm 
or  sudden loss of a loved 
one.  The goal of the    
panels is not to blame or 
judge  offenders in the 
audience but to affect the 
audience on an emotional 
level by  sharing their 
stories.    Victim impact 
panels are designed to 
change the attitudes of the 

offenders regarding drinking 
and driving.  Listening to     
personal accounts of drunk 
driving tragedies may help 
offenders realize the dangers 
and consequences of their 
behavior.  

VIP’s can also give a voice to 
the victims of these tragedies.   

Restorative Justice is always 
in need of speakers for our 
panels.  If you have a story 
you would be willing to share 
please contact the RJ office.  
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Bidding  Farwell... 

Victim Impact Panel... 

Her time and input will be 
missed.     

Bill Johnson (DOC) held 
many positions on the board,     
ending with his role as    
president of the board. His 
knowledge and guidance will 
be greatly missed along with 
his support for the program.        

Stan Peers served as the 
treasurer the entire 6 years he 
was on the board.  He had a         
background in finance and 
was an incredible asset to the       
program.  

 We thank all three for their 
service and dedication.  It is 
volunteers like these that 
make RJ possible. 

This year RJ had three 
board member  reach 
their term limits.   

Tessa Anderson (Drug 
Court Coordinator) served 
as the board secretary. 
Tessa put in many hours 
volunteering for RJNW 
activities and fundraisers. 

W h a t  i s  R e s t o r a t i v e  J u s t i c e ?  

A  

Special  

Thank  

You To The  

Following RJ 

Donors… 

Jenson Sundquist 

Insurance Agency  

Yellow Lake 

Lutheran  

Tollander 

Foundation  

Tom & Grace 

Haines  

Pat & Lucy Basler  

Pardun’s Canoe 

Rental  

Yellow River 

Pharmacy  

Webster Ave 

Hardware  

Burnett Plumbing 

Company  

Webb Lake 

Community Club  

Bremer Bank–  

Siren  

St. Croix 

Chippewa-

Danbury  

 

The Captivation True Story of Addiction, Loss, and Redemption... 

Filmmaker Jordan Mederich explores the 

hidden world of life after crime in the St. 

Croix Valley, Wisconsin. It's the amazing... 

true stories of real men, who made real   

mistakes, and have to pay the real           

consequences... but now that they've done 

their time, will society accept them back? 

From vehicular manslaughter, meth        

distribution and manufacturing, driving 

drunk, and resisting arrest, to attempted  

suicides and near-death experiences, witness 

the other side of the coin as 4 felons attempt 

to fix their lives and redeem their wrongs. 

Coincidentally, they all live in one town, 

and attend one church that gives them a  

second chance.  



 

The Talking Circle              
Talking Circles are a commonly  
used to solve problems.  Native 
peoples in North America have 
traditionally used talking circles 
as a way to settle differences. 
Circles are a very effective way 
to remove barriers and to allow 
people to express themselves 
with complete freedom. For this    
reason, they are becoming more 
and more popular in mainstream   
society. The talking circle is 
making its appearance in schools, 
corporate board rooms and team 
locker rooms around the world, 
for the simple reason that the 
technique works very well. The 
symbolism of the circle, with no 
beginning , no end, and with  
nobody in a position of        
prominence, serves to encourage    
people to speak freely and     
honestly about things that are on 
their minds.                         

Use of the talking stick.                                       
The talking stick has been used 
for centuries by many native 
tribes in North America as a 
means of just and impartial    
hearing. The talking stick was 
commonly used in council circles 
to designate who had the right to 
speak. When matters of great 
concern came before the council, 
the leading elder would hold the 
talking stick and begin the     
discussion. When he finished 
what he had to say he would hold 
out the talking stick, and       
whoever wished to speak after 
him would take it. In this manner 
the stick was passed from one 
individual to another until all 
who wished to speak had done 
so. The stick was then passed 
back to the leading elder for safe 
keeping.  Whoever holds the 
talking stick has within his hands 
the sacred power of words. Only 

he can speak while he holds the 
stick; the other council members 
must remain silent.  This is their 
chance to listen.  A talking circle 
works in this way that everyone 
sits in a circle. The talking stick or 
a token such as a feather is passed 
clockwise around the circle. As 
each person receives the talking 
stick or the token, they may speak 
for as long as they wish, including 
addressing a topic brought up by 
another in the circle. When they 
have finished, they pass the stick 
or token along. If someone does 
not wish to speak, they simply pass 
the stick or token. The stick or 
token may go around several 
times; when everyone has had the 
opportunity to speak as many 
times as they wish, the conductor 
ends the circle. 

Perhaps the most common and 
most powerful, is the healing   
circle. This is generally guided by 
the conductor, and will be        
convened to deal with issues that 
are bothering people. These issues 
may be specific, or the circle may 
be called to simply allow everyone 
to get any problems off their 
chests. Very often, a simple chance 
to have a voice, and to have a 
problem heard in a sympathetic 
and supportive environment, is all 
that a person requires for healing. 

Circles work when the speaker 
uses his truest words and listeners 
hear without judgement.   

 

There are a few very simple guide-
lines that allow a talking circle to 
function:     

1. Only one person speaks at a             
time - only the person holding the 
feather or talking stick may speak. 
Dialogues are not part of the circle, 
as they can become                   
confrontational.  
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The Chance to Speak and the Art of Listening... 

2. Introduce yourself - it is polite to   
introduce yourself in the first round.  
3. Speak from the heart - the speaker 
should address the circle from the heart, 
and may speak for as long as they need 
to, with respect for the time of others.  
4. Listen with respect - all people except 
the speaker listen attentively and give 
support to the speaker. Listening with the 
heart allows you to hear the true intent 
beneath what the speaker is saying.   
Listen in the way you expect others to 
hear you.  
5. What is said in the circle stays in the 
circle - never repeat anything that is said 
within the circle, unless you have the 
permission of the speaker. 

RJ uses circles for our AODA Youth 
program.  This gives the youth an        
opportunity to express themselves as 
well as learn from listening to others.  
This practice is growing in acceptance.  
Circles have been a welcome and      
accepted by both our you and volunteers.   
 
For additional information  go to 
http://talkingcircle.net/.  If you are     
interested in participating in our circle 
programs please contact the RJ office.   

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Ftalkingcircle.net%2F&h=IAQFtqdniAQEAanHAGYiwYC-s_I6nRx8KGN_dxMXhRBLvGA&enc=AZNK2bSDf8Ni10EaVHx5IjxYGNxHBhmWAMe1Rg_xmysT4bS6I8fR_bM-vHg5RljROpDUuerf5YXa5yeg6BRCK65a18xqlEG__dAXGN32E21S80QoLw7qrA7uAVgC8qFHpogh28JoRiu29


 
24064 STH 35/70 

PO Box 510 

Siren, WI 54872 

R e s t o r a t i v e  J u s t i c e  

o f  n w  w i ,  i n c  

Phone: 715-349-2117 

Fax: 715-349-5712 

E-mail:  bcrj@sirentel.net       

L i k e  u s  o n  F a c e b o o k :  

R e s t o r a t i v e  J u s t i c e  

o f  N o r t h w e s t  

W i s c o n s i n  

Show your support when shopping on 
Amazon Smile :)  


